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Title: Becoming a Better 
Neighbour – Community 
Outreach by Irish campuses

• Green Campus committee as conduit between a 
third level institution and the local and wider 
community 

• Links to the Seven Steps of Green Campus 
particularly Step 6 of the programme: ‘Informing 
and Involving the Campus and Wider Community’ 
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Through Step 6: A Green 
Campus Committee is 
empowered to: 

• Reach out to their local community and 
work in partnership to address threats 
to the local environment

• Promote environmental citizenship and 
social inclusion

• Work on community enhancement 
projects

• Pass on experience and best practice

• Seek opportunities to co-learn and co-
create

• Set an example in the locality and to 
become, in essence, a better neighbour.
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Green-Campus 
Origins to Present 
Day
• Origins: UCC students in 2007 saw the need for follow on 
from Green-Schools. They Celebrated 10 Years as an awarded 
campus in 2020 and recently were awarded their 5th green flag. 

• 2024: 60 registered, 22 awarded Green-Campus 
Accreditation

• Both a programme and an award, does not aim to reward 
specific environmental improvement projects, e.g. switching to 
renewable energy or capital projects

• Criteria: the successful implementation of the seven steps 
of the programme and a demonstration of commitment to the 
continuity of the programme on campus

• Long term commitment to environmental action and 
improvement on campus (Assessment & Renewal)
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Dublin City University: A multi-campus university in North Dublin established in 1989, first green 
flag in 2014, 18k students and 2.5k staff

University College Cork: Cork City campus, established in 1845, founding member of the Green 
Campus programme and now on 5th green flag, 23k students and 3k staff

Technological University Dublin: Formed in 2019, multi campus location in Dublin City and 
suburbs, first green flag in 2023, 28k students and 2.5k staff

Kinsale College: College of Further Education in rural Cork, second green flag in 2023, 190 
students and 25 staff

Atlantic Technological University Connemara:  Technological University in rural Galway 
specialising in furniture design, established in 1987, on 2nd green flag, 200 students

Campus profiles 
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Dublin City University 
Community Outreach

• Dublin City University: A multi-campus university in 
North Dublin established in 1989, first green flag in 2014, 
18k students and 2.5k staff: 

• DCU goes Wild for Cruinniú na nÓg (youth meeting) 
– exploring creative ways to make room for nature in 
the city on the All Hallows Campus

• Connection to a wider national initiative by Creative 
Ireland 
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Dublin City University 
Community Outreach

• In October 2022, Ireland held its first Children 
and Young People’s Assembly on Biodiversity 
Loss.

• Key features 

• Brought together a representative 
random sample of 35 children and young 
aged 7-17 from across Ireland 

• Met over 2 weekends in October 2022
• Created a vision statement, 6 key 

messages, and 58 calls to action on 
biodiversity protection
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University College 
Cork Community 
Outreach

• University College Cork: Cork City campus, established 
in 1845, founding member of the Green Campus 
programme and now on 5th green flag, 23k students and 3k 
staff

• Cork Nature Forum: founded as a local coalition for 
biodiversity. 

• The core aims of the Nature Forum are to advocate for 
the conservation, enhancement, and addition of blue and 
green spaces and their associated biodiversity in Cork City 
and further afield.

• The Forum is non-hierarchical and meets every month. 
Members include representatives Cork City Council, Cork 
Environmental Forum, UCC (students and staff), Green 
Spaces for Health, LAWPRO, amongst others.
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University College 
Cork Community 
Outreach 

• BehaviAir (Behaviour and Impacts on Air Quality) is 
a collaboration between academics in UCC (School 
of Applied Psychology, School of Chemistry), Cork 
City Council and Cork Healthy Cities. 

• The project builds on ongoing research and 
engagement work by this group of partners in Cork 
to enhance public awareness of air pollution (which 
is currently limited) through effective 
communication and air quality data, and use this to 
promote positive behaviours for healthy air
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University 
College Cork 
Community 
Outreach 



1st INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF FEE ECOCAMPUS
Getting Higher Level Education Climate Ready
26-27th April 2024

TU Dublin Community 
Outreach

• Technological University Dublin: Formed in 
2019, multi campus location in Dublin City and 
suburbs, first green flag in 2023, 28k students 
and 2.5k staff

• CRAWL – Campus’ Role as Actors in Walkable 
and Liveable Communities

• CRAWL aims to engage TU Dublin’s community 
and campus stakeholders in order to understand 
barriers and provide opportunities to make 
campuses and their surrounding 
neighbourhoods more walkable and liveable.
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TU Dublin 
Community 
Outreach

• The ‘GLAS @ TU Dublin’ garden provides a space 
for local community groups and schools to grow 
fresh produce, reconnect with nature, and foster 
a stronger sense of community.

• The garden opened in May 2023, and welcomes 
people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities.

• New research published ahead of ‘National 
Allotments and Community Gardens Week 2023’ 
underlines the critical importance of green 
spaces for urban communities

https://globalactionplan.ie/blogs/west-dublin-celebrates-the-opening-of-the-glas-tu-dublin-community-garden/
https://globalactionplan.ie/download/22403/?tmstv=1696864014
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Kinsale College 
Community 
Outreach

• Kinsale College: College of Further 
Education in rural Cork, second 
green flag in 2023, 190 students and 
25 staff
• Kinsale Community Energy 
project with local partners including 
Transition Towns Kinsale and Kinsale 
College involves 20 – 30 households 
and the local community centre
being fitted with solar panels
• The energy showcase day flyer 
features on this slide. 
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Kinsale College 
Community 
Outreach

• The Patchwork Meadow Project
• Following on from the success of 

preparing meadows in local primary 
schools in 2023, Kinsale College are now 
expanding their Patchwork Meadow 
project from schools to the entire 
community with the goal is to engage all 
local  school children to plant a 1x1m 
meadow patch as part of a larger 
mission to regenerate local ecosystems. 

• The children are encouraged to take 
photos of their meadows and create 
posters to be exhibited in the local 
library as part of a community showcase. 
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ATU Connemara
Community Outreach

• Atlantic Technological University Connemara:  
Technological University in rural Galway specialising in 
furniture design, established in 1987, on 2nd green flag, 
200 students

• A Community Native Woodland was planted in 2013 at 
the Letterfrack, Connemara campus of Galway-Mayo 
Institute of Technology (now part of the Atlantic 
Technological University). 

• The woodland planting was a collaboration with the 
campus, Connemara National Park (CNP), Connemara 
West campus and local community groups. 

• The woodland project was planned by the GMIT 
Letterfrack Green Campus Committee with support from 
the ‘One Million Trees and a Day’ initiative and a 
Department of Agriculture Native Woodland grant. 

• The woodland planting was undertaken to provide a 
learning environment for students and staff of the nearby 
GMIT Letterfrack campus (now ATU Connemara), as well 
as diversifying habitat for biodiversity gain within the CNP 
and to contribute to carbon sequestration. 
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Dublin City University:
• DCU goes Wild for Cruinniú na nÓg | Dublin City University
• Home - Children and Young People’s Assembly on Biodiversity Loss (cyp-biodiversity.ie)
• Green Ballymun Community Conference | Energy Efficiency Agency Dublin | Codema

University College Cork:
• News | University College Cork (ucc.ie)
• Behav-I-Air – BEHAViour and Impacts on AIR quality (behaviair.org)
• CommunityLifeBooklet_fullproof2023.pdf (ucc.ie)

Technological University Dublin:
• Crawl | TU Dublin
• Green Team | TU Dublin Launches Community Garden in Blanchardstown | TU Dublin
• TU Dublin Research: Ballymun Community Garden Benefits both People and Planet - Global Action Plan

Kinsale College:
• Transition Town Kinsale » Kinsale Community Energy Project
• Green Campus Kinsale (youtube.com)

Atlantic Technological University Connemara:
• Letterfrack Green Campus | ATU - Atlantic Technological University (gmit.ie)

Links to projects

https://www.dcu.ie/dcuartsandculture/news/2023/may/dcu-goes-wild-cruinniu-na-nog
https://cyp-biodiversity.ie/
https://www.codema.ie/media/news/green-ballymun-community-conference/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/greencampus/news/making-space-for-nature-in-cork-city---event-report.html
https://behaviair.org/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/media/support/residentialservices/CommunityLifeBooklet_fullproof2023.pdf
https://www.tudublin.ie/explore/about-the-university/sustainability/strategic-projects/action-research/crawl/
https://www.tudublin.ie/explore/about-the-university/sustainability/about/sustainability-council/green-team/tu-dublin-launches-community-garden-in-blanchardstown.php
https://globalactionplan.ie/garden/tu-dublin-research-ballymun-community-garden-benefits-both-people-and-planet/
http://www.transitiontownkinsale.org/our-projects/kinsale-community-energy-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77nsUeZrDUY
https://www.gmit.ie/schools-campuses/gmit-letterfrack-campus/letterfrack-green-campus
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Thank you 
for listening! 
Deirdre O’Carroll
Green-Campus Programme
Manager
Environmental Education Unit
An Taisce - the National Trust for 
Ireland

e-mail: docarroll@eeu.antaisce.org
web: www.greencampusireland.org

mailto:docarroll@eeu.antaisce.org
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.greencampusireland.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cdd593b8e2aeb40a1cfca08da58e26c19%7C9b3403b7a34f4d1fbb4111c343a1fcc7%7C0%7C0%7C637920026859768214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OZ5Gkzk1QIONh5VU2Tx%2F24zgKhy%2FgXCgezdgWHbOZSU%3D&reserved=0
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